The Growth of Sudan Communications
The force in Dongola would advance and attack the
Dervishes in Abu Hamed as soon as the level of the Nile
had risen sufficiently to admit of the gunboats being
hauled up through the cataracts. By that time the
desert railway should have reached a point about 100
miles from Abu Hamed and as soon as that place had been
cleared of the enemy, the track would be carried forward
as quickly as possible and would reach Abu Hamed well
before the end of the year. It is interesting to note how
the plans for the military operations were interlocked
with those for the building of the railway, and how the
outcome of the whole scheme would be the provision of
a direct line of railway linking the Sudan with Egypt.'
Work on the desert railway began in January, 1897,
but, as has been pointed out above, no rapid progress
was made until the line to Kerma was finished. By the
end of April only some thirty-four miles of track had been
laid, but the country ahead had been reconnoitred by
Lieutenants Pritchard and Hall of the Royal Engineers
up to and some miles beyond the highest point of the
desert plateau midway between Haifa and Abu Hamed.
The report of these officers was satisfactory, and showed
that there were no engineering obstacles in the way.
By the end of June ninety miles of track had been laid*
The ultimate success of the Sirdar's great venture was
assured, even though the need of supplying immense
quantities of water might in the later stages of construc-
tion, involve a reduction in the quantity of material
supplied daily to railhead. Any fear that progress might
be delayed owing to this cause was set at rest by the
discovery on June 28th of water at a point seventy-seven
miles from Haifa—the Sirdar could thereafter count with
reasonable certainty on having the railway completed to
Abu Hamed before the end of the autumn*
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